
As we commemorate the ten-year anniversary of PKD Australia, we reflect on a
decade marked by unwavering dedication to finding treatments and a cure for
Polycystic Kidney Disease (PKD).

Since our inception, our mission has been clear: to fund research that will lead to
breakthroughs in treatment and, ultimately, a cure for PKD.

Over the past ten years, we have seen incredible progress, not just in the lab, but
in the lives of those affected by this challenging disease. As we look back, we do
so with immense pride in what we have accomplished together. But we also look
forward, with renewed determination to continue our work until a cure for PKD is
found.

Thank you for being part of this journey. Together, we will end PKD.

Robert Gardos
Chair of PKD Australia
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17%

Research has always been at the heart of PKD Australia's efforts. Our funding has
supported numerous ground-breaking studies, each bringing us closer to
understanding the complexities of PKD.

We are proud to have contributed to the global body of knowledge, making
significant strides in understanding the genetic and molecular underpinnings of the
disease. This research has not only provided hope for new treatments but has also
fostered a sense of community among those impacted by PKD, as they see tangible
progress toward a cure.

Over the last decade, our researchers have contributed to many different areas of
research:

The power of research

17% of our funded research was
dedicated to understanding the
causes of gene mutation in PKD,

which is essential to develop
treatments that disrupt these

mechanisms, and moving toward
finding treatments and a cure

for PKD.

Genetics Research

17%

Translational Research

10% of our funded research focussed
on building the bridge between the

laboratory and application, ensuring
that ground-breaking findings reach

our community. This 'bench to
bedside' research is crucial for turning
scientific discoveries into support and

treatments that directly impact the
daily lives of those living with PKD.

10%
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54% of our funded research focussed on discovery, a
critical stage where our scientists explored new ideas
and deepened our understanding of PKD. This
important phase is key to achieving research
breakthroughs and guiding clinical research. This
exciting work inspires hope as each discovery moves
us closer to transforming lives through treatments
for PKD.

Discovery Research

54%

17%

5% of our funded research looked
into the impact of guidelines,

resource availability, regulatory
oversight, best practice care and

management for people with PKD.

Whole-person Care

5%

Guided by expertise:
The Scientific Advisory Board
Central to our success has been our esteemed Scientific Advisory Board, a group of
leading experts in nephrology, genetics, and related fields. Their guidance ensures
that our research funding is strategically allocated to the most promising studies.
This expert oversight has been crucial in maintaining the high standards of our
research efforts, ensuring that every dollar spent is one step closer to a cure.

12% of our funded research was
patient-centred, extending beyond the
laboratory to testing the effectiveness

and safety of PKD medications,
preventative measures, and treatments

in clinical studies. 

Clinical Research

12%
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Beyond research, education and awareness have been key pillars of our work. Over
the past decade, PKD Australia has hosted a series of webinars and seminars,
bringing the latest research and treatment options directly to those who need it
most—patients, families, and healthcare providers. These sessions have become an
invaluable resource, offering insights from top researchers and clinicians, and
providing a platform for the PKD community to connect, learn, and support one
another.

Educating and empowering

Hosted 30+ webinars
and seminars, providing

support and information to
our community

Sent 400+ newsletters
keeping our community up to
date with the latest research

and opportunities to take
action to end PKD

Our commitment to keeping the PKD community informed is reflected in the
regular newsletters we've distributed over the years. These newsletters have served
as a lifeline of information, offering updates on the latest research, upcoming
events, and stories from those living with PKD. They have helped foster a sense of
belonging and solidarity within our community, reminding everyone that they are
not alone in their journey.

As we celebrate this milestone, it's important to recognise the voices of those we
serve. The 2024 Community Survey provided invaluable feedback, highlighting the
needs, concerns and hopes of the PKD community. This survey has guided our
efforts and will continue to shape our work in the years to come, ensuring that our
initiatives remain aligned with the needs of those affected by PKD.

Staying connected
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We couldn't have done it
without your generous
support. 

Thank you to
our donors,
community,
and
researchers.

WWW.PKDAUSTRALIA .ORG
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